
DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY, MOHAN SUBUDHI COLLEGE, BADAMBA 
CELEBRATES PROF. MAHENDRA KUMAR ROUT BIRTH CENTENARY YEAR 

ON 11TH NOVEMBER 2023 
IN THE ANNUAL SEMINAR OF THE DEPARTMENT ON THE THEME 

‘Chemistry Evolves in Making a Better World’ 
 

The Department of Chemistry, M. S. College, Badamba celebrated Prof. M. K. Rout Birth 
Centenary on 11th November 2023, in its Annual Seminar with the theme, “Chemistry evolves in 
making a better world”. On this occasion several distinguished academicians Prof. (Dr.) Balaram 
Sahoo, retired professor of chemistry, IIT, Kharagpur, Prof. Shashadhar Samal, Secretary, Prof. 
M. K. Rout Birth Centenary Celebration Committee, Dr. Debasis Mohanty, Secretary, Orissa 
Chemical Society, Dr. Rakesh Ranjan Behera, Asst. Prof. of Chemistry, Govt. (Auto) College, 
Angul, invited delegates  along with Dr. (Smt.) Suchismita Mohanty, Principal, Mr. Biswanath 
Pattnaik, IQAC Coordinator, all the faculty members, and students of the science stream of the 
college participated with great enthusiasm. At the outset, a brochure on the Life History of Prof. 
Rout was circulated among the audience to aware them of Prof. M. K. Rout. 

The inaugural function was chaired by Dr. (Smt.) Suchismita Mohanty, Principal of the 
college. In her welcome address, Dr. Mohanty talked about the evolution of the universe and the 
birth of space and time. Praising the students and faculty members of the chemistry department, 
and especially Dr. Subas Chandra Asa, HOD, Chemistry, she said that Dr. Asa is a dedicated 
teacher and an efficient organizer, and through such types of seminars, he amplifies the glory of 
the chemistry department as well as of the college. Dr. S. C. Asa offered a warm introduction of 
the guests and emphasized involvement in chemical research & career prospective. He conveyed 
a deep sense of gratitude to Orissa Chemical Society and Prof. M. K. Rout Birth Centenary 
Celebration Committee for accepting their proposal to organize the function in the Department of 
Chemistry, M. S. College, Badamba. All the dignitaries on the dais were felicitated. The most 
attractive event of the seminar was the felicitation of Chief Guest Prof. (Dr.) Balaram Sahoo, a 
pioneer of chemistry teaching and research, who continues his academic interest even at the prime 
age of 93. In his speech, Prof. Sahoo recalled the pivotal role played by Prof. M. K. Rout in 
establishing M. S. College at Badamba. 

At the end of the inaugural meeting, Mr. B. N. Pattnaik, HOD, Economics & Coordinator 
IQAC of the college proposed a vote of thanks to the dignitaries. In his speech, Mr. Pattnaik 
emphasized the uses of chemistry for the betterment of people living in this world in every aspect 
of life and the role of economics in all branches of scientific research. He also expressed his deep 
admiration to the Principal & Department of Chemistry of the college for organizing such a 
program, inviting eminent academicians to interact with students which will greatly influence them 
and enhance the image of this college. 

In the first technical session, chaired by Prof. (Dr.) Balaram Sahoo, Dr. Debasis Mohanty, 
and Dr. Rakesh Ranjan Behera discussed the theme of the seminar. Dr. Mohanty discussed in detail 
and interacted with the students about the evolution of chemistry starting from the word alchemy 
to modern chemistry involving nanoparticles and quantum dots. He also emphasized the practical-
based teaching and learning system and the problems faced by the students in the present system 
of education. Dr. Rakesh Ranjan Behera presented his research paper on applications of hydro-
silylation reactions catalyzed by low valent manganese complexes in modern days. 

At the end, the memorial lecture was delivered by Prof. Shashadhar Samal. In this lecture, 
he presented a movie titled ‘What a Wonderful World’. He explained the past, present & future of 
chemistry from the ancient monuments, developments over time, and up to recent threats to living 
beings attributed to the adverse effects of persistent chemicals in our environment. Prof. Samal 
also emphasized need to overcome stress by lifestyle changes in food habits, and practicing yoga 
and meditation, which are proven to generate positive energy by secretion of happy chemicals 
(hormones). 



In the second technical session, chaired by Prof. Samal the students of Chemistry Honors 
of the college participated in the presentation of posters. With this Miss Subhadra Sahoo, the 
student of Chemistry Honors securing the highest CGPA in Final University UG Exam-2023 
among all the students of the college, was felicitated as Best Graduate of the college by the chief 
guest. 

In the end, Mr. Santosh Kumar Puhan, Co-convenor of the seminar proposed a vote of 
thanks to all the guests, resource persons, delegates, students, and members of the organizing 
committee for making the program a grand success. 
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