P.G. DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY, DHENKANAL AUTONOMOUS COLLEGE
CELEBRATES PROF. MAHENDRA KUMAR ROUT BIRTH CENTENARY YEAR
ON 13™ APRIL 2023

The P. G. Department of Chemistry, Dhenkanal Autonomous College, Dhenkanal, celebrated
Prof. Mahendra Kumar Rout Birth Centenary Year on 13" April 2023 dedicating its Annual
Seminar to Prof. Rout. Several distinguished personalities attended the meeting and students
of the department celebrated the day with great enthusiasm. At the outset, a hand-out on Prof.
Rout was circulated among the students to make the audience aware of the great teacher,
researcher, and academic administrator Prof. Rout was. In welcoming the guests, Prof. Ranjit
Kumar Pradhan, Principal of the College, emphasized the importance of scientific research. A
pursuit of truth to serve society makes a career in science so rewarding. Praising the students
of the department, and more specifically, Dr. Debasis Mohanty, he said that Dr. Mohanty is a
dedicated teacher and a highly efficient organizer, and through such seminars, he has brought
laurels to the college.

The main attraction of the seminar meeting was the felicitation of Prof. Gopabandhu Behera,
retired Professor of Chemistry, Sambalpur University, a doyen of chemistry teaching and
research, and a very dear student of Prof. M. K. Rout. In his reply speech, Prof. Behera recalled
his deep association with his teacher, and how Prof. Rout used his little salary to purchase a
gold crucible to conduct experiments. He said that advanced subjects like quantum mechanics,
spectrometric identification of organic compounds, and organic reaction mechanisms were
introduced in the chemistry curriculum by Prof. Rout way back in the 1950s. Apart from
teaching and research, he was an administrator par excellence and a very affectionate teacher
who loved his students all through his life.

The Guest of Honour, Dr. Rupasree Ragini Das, President of Orissa Chemical Society, in her
address, said that it is important to recall the memory of the teachers and honor them, as they
are a guiding force for us. Just as we remember our forefathers, we should enliven the memory
of our celebrated teachers and emulate them in conducting ourselves. The Chief Speaker of the
meeting, Prof. K.S.K. Bharadwaj, Head of the Department of Chemistry, Ravenshaw
University re-iterated the importance of developing a quest for scientific research at an early
age by looking intently at the happenings in nature.

In her speech, the honored Guest, Dr. Surekha Baliarsingh, Head of the Department of
Mathematics, emphasized the importance of research in life and the role mathematics plays in
all branches of scientific research. She also expressed her deep admiration to the Principal of
the College and the Department of Chemistry for organizing such a meeting inviting persons
of high academic caliber to address the students. Such endeavors greatly influence the students
and also build the image of the college. Unveiling the seminar magazine ‘The Catalyst’, the
guests praised the students and encouraged them to remain proactive by practicing the art of
presentations in seminars.

In the end, a lecture was presented by Dr. Shashadhar Samal, Secretary, Prof. Mahendra Kumar
Rout Birth Centenary Committee, on ‘Impact of Environment on Our Well-being: From a
Chemistry Perspective’, how the environment changes influence our health and well-being and
how one should overcome stress through positive thoughts.

Overall, the meeting was a grand success, and the institution looks forward to organizing more
such meetings in the centenary celebration year.
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